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As a result of Islamic terrorism many people — including some in high places
— have quickly come to the conclusion that [slam is a religion of violence and,
as such, is the sworn enemy of Christianity and the Western way of life. This
may be understandable, but the matter is not quite so simple.

This book provides the necessary historical background to the problem, and
it does so by supplying a wealth of documentation which powerfully records
the amicable and fruitful relations which, over the centuries, have repeatedly
manifested themselves between Christianity and Islam.

What has gone wrong now? Is it possible that this spirit, once so frequent, can
again be recovered — in whole or even in part? On the evidence presented in
this book, this would seem to be more than just a pious hope.

The Old Testament says: “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.
Because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee.” This book copi-
ously supplies the background knowledge that is needed for our understand-
ing in this age of absurd, cruel, and apparently unending wars.

“In an age of facile ecumenism, Stoddart’s bracing premise of rigorous reli-
gious orthodoxy reminds us that religions are noble allies against secularism
and not interchangeable credos. His collection of quotations and quaintly
inspiring anecdotes reveal the depth and warmth of the spiritual fraternity
that can exist between believers of contending faiths and, not least, between
Christians and Muslims.”

— Mark Perry
author of On Awakening and Remembering

ISBN 978-1-59731-089-5

9 '781597"310895



INVINCIBLE WISDOM
Quotations from the

Scriptures, Saints, and Sages
of All Times and Places

 Compiled by William Stoddart



WILLIAM STODDART was born in Carstairs, Scot-
land, lived most of his life in London, England, and
now lives in Windsor, Ontario. He studied modern
languages and medicine at the universities of Glas-
gow, Edinburgh, and Dublin. Pursuing his religious
studies, he has traveled widely in Europe (including
Mount Athos}, Morocco, Turkey, India, Sri Lanka,
and Japan.

“This splendid book vividly brings to our attention a fascinating variety of ex-
pressions of age-old wisdom. It allows us easy access to much lofty philosophy
as well as to much down-to-earth commonsense. Highly recommended.”

— Dr. Alberto Martin
Author of Por el Camino de Santiago

“This selection of quotations is uncommonly informative and interesting. Itis
a treasury of wisdom old and new, and a timely reminder of a world of subtlety
and profundity that is in danger of being forgotten. There is enough medicine
here to cure a multitude of contemporary ills.”

— Dr. Jean-Pierre Lafouge
Associate Professor of French Literature and Culture,
Marquette University, editor of For God’s Greater Glory:
Gems of Jesuit Spirituality

“Readers who are familiar with Dr. Stoddart’s books in the field of religious
studies are aware of his wide-ranging erudition. This keen knowledge has now
been turned to intelligently selecting and organizing an array of witty phrases,
clever maxims, profound aphorisms, good-humored proverbs, and paradoxi-
cal adages. All of these apothegms are as intellectually stimulating as they are
practical and useful. I do not doubt that the reader will be pleasantly surprised
and, as it were, transported to a loftier dimension, by the generous wisdom
synthesized in this fine volume.”

— Mateus Soares de Azevedo
Brazilian writer and journalist, author of The Intelligence of
Faith: Christianity, Islam, and Judaism
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